
OCBA 2022-2023 Executive Council Candidates 

(3 seats available) 

John Hunt 

Hey everyone, I’m John. I am a native Floridian and have lived in Orlando 
since 2015. I am a proud Double Gator, having graduated from UF with a B.A. in 
History in 2008 and from the Levin College of Law in 2011. Following graduation, 
I clerked for Judge Thomas D. Sawaya at the Fifth DCA. I joined Jill S. Schwartz 
& Associates, P.A., in April 2015, focusing on labor and employment law. 
 
I have been involved with the OCBA since shortly after moving to Orlando. I co-
chaired the YLS Halloween Party for three years and served as co-chair of the YLS 
Community Service Committee for two years. I also served on the YLS 
 
Bylaws Committee and co-chaired the YLS Evening with the Judiciary Committee 
twice. I co-chaired the OCBA Pathways in Law program for two years, and I was 
co-chair of the OCBA Law Week Committee. I am concluding a term on the YLS 
Board, and I am serving as Editor of The Briefs. I look forward to continuing to 
serve the OCBA and the community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. I hope that I have earned your support. If you 
have any questions, please contact me a jhunt@schwartzlawfirm.net. 
 

Michael D. Barber 

Michael Barber currently operates his own law firm in Winter Park, FL where he 

practices primarily criminal defense and personal injury law.  Prior to opening his 

own firm Michael worked at renowned firms Lindsey and Ferry and the Umansky 

Law Firm.  Michael began his legal career as an Assistant State Attorney in the 

Ninth Judicial Circuit.   

Michael has been recognized by Florida Trend Magazine as a “Legal Elite” or “Up 

and Comer” every year since 2016.  He was also named a “Florida Super Lawyer 

Rising Star” by Florida Super Lawyer Magazine every year since 2015.  In 2016 

Michael awarded the UCF Top 30 Alumni Under 30 Award.  Michael is rated as an 

AV-Preeminent Attorney by Martindale-Hubbell. 

In 2016 Michael was elected as Orange County Soil and Water Supervisor for Dis-

trict 1.  In March of 2019 he was elected Chair of the Soil and Water Conservation 

District Board, a position he held until his term expired. 

Michael currently serves as President of the Young Lawyer Section of the OCBA, 

and also serves on the Executive Council of the OCBA.  Michael chaired the OCBA 

Criminal Law Committee for two consecutive terms in 2015 - 2017.  Michael also 

serves on the OCBA Judicial Relations Committee and the Lawyer Referral and In-

formation Services Oversight Committee.   

Michael graduated from Winter Park High School is 2004, and graduated from the 

UCF in 2008.  Michael obtained his Juris Doctorate from the University of Florida 

in 2011.   
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Bruce Mount 

Bruce A. Mount Jr. was born and raised in The Historic Town of 
Eatonville, Florida. Bruce was a Presidential Scholar at Saint Au-
gustine’s University in Raleigh, N.C.  Upon graduation, Bruce returned 
home to pursue a Juris Doctorate at FAMU College of Law. He began 
his legal career with the 9th Circuit Public Defender’s Office and cur-
rently practices Employment Law at The Leach Firm. Attorney Mount 
has been recognized by the National Bar Association as one of the Na-
tion’s Best Advocates: 40 Lawyers under 40. 
 
Mr. Mount remains active in the community serving on a number of 
boards including; Executive Council Member- Orange County Bar As-
sociation, Past-President of the Virgil Hawkins Florida Chapter of the 
National Bar Association, former vice-chair of the Florida Bar Diversity 
& Inclusion Committee, the African-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Central Florida (Past Chair),the Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Flor-
ida (Eatonville Branch), and the Orlando Serve Foundation. He is most 
proud of being the husband of Attorney Shayla Mount and the father of 
his baby girls, Katrina and Zora Lynn.  
 

 

Sean P. McCormack 

Sean has been licensed to practice law in Florida since 2005. Mr. 
McCormack received his undergraduate degree from Florida Atlantic 
University in 2002 and his law degree from Barry University College 
of Law in 2005. He is a member of The Florida Bar, and is a partner 
with the firm of Colling Gilbert Wright & Carter.  

Mr. McCormack has practiced exclusively in the areas of social securi-
ty disability and workers’ compensation since 2005. He is on the 
Workers Compensation Section Executive Council of the Florida Bar 
and serves as editor for the News & 440 Report. He is a member of the 
Orlando Inns of Court and chair of the Workers’ Compensation Sec-
tion of the OCBA. He is president of the Orlando division of the 
Friends of 440 Scholarship charity. He has been a GAL for 15 years.  

In his free time, he competes in triathlons and enjoys spending time 
with his family.  
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Sharlene C. Stanford 

Sharlene Stanford has the humble privilege to work as Legal Counsel for 

IDignity, a nonprofit organization. In this role, she diligently represents cli-

ents in obtaining government issued identification documents. 

Sharlene is a Florida native born and raised in Orlando. She graduated with 

her Bachelor of Arts with a major in Political Science from the University of 

Central Florida. She then graduated Florida Coastal School of Law where she 

was a member and secretary of the Mock Trial Team, Ambassador for the law 

school, and she served as the Director of Membership for the National Black 

Law Students Association. She graduated with a Pro Bono Award and was 

also the recipient of the Best Oral Advocate Award in her legal research 

course. 

Sharlene is a member of the Central Florida Association for Women Lawyers 

where she currently serves on the Executive Board as the Young Lawyers Di-

rector. She is also a member of the Orange County Bar Association Young 

Lawyers Section, and Public Interest Law Section of the Florida Bar. Shar-

lene loves serving her community and mentoring law school students. She is 

a huge advocate for human rights, civil rights, women’s rights, and social jus-

tice. Promoting diversity, inclusion, and equality embodies her personal mis-

sion and she is very passionate about helping others. 

Samuel S. Reda 

I have been an active member of OCBA for over five years--all of my 
time practicing law. During that time have served on the Business Law 
Committee and Social Committee. Last year, while serving as Business 
Law Committee Co-Chair, the committee hosted the second most CLEs of 
all the committees. As part of the Social Committee, I helped plan the 
OCBA holiday party. During the current OCBA calendar cycle, I am the 
chair of the Business Law Committee and we have held approximately 
five CLEs and have three more planned.    
   
Outside of OCBA, I am an active member in Leadership Winter Park and 
help host the annual Very Merry Charity Event during the holidays. We 
collected over 800 toys this past holiday season, and every toy donated 
went directly into the Central Florida community.     
   
I hope to take my involvement in OCBA to the next level by serving all of 
my colleagues and would appreciate your vote. It would be my honor to 
serve our entire membership on the Executive Council. If you have any 
questions regarding my qualifications or thoughts as a prospective Execu-
tive Council member, please feel free to email me at sre-
da@shepardfirm.com 

mailto:sreda@shepardfirm.com
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Jessica A. Travis 

Since joining the OCBA in 2008, I have served as committee chair for 
the Law Week Committee, and was honored to accept the 2017 ABA 
award along with co-chair C. Andrew Roy on behalf of the Law Week 
Committee for Best Student Program.   

I have also served as committee chair of the Criminal Committee, and I 
am currently the Executive Producer of the OCBA official podcast.  I 
have served on the executive council of the OCBA since 2017, and re-
ceived the Presidential Service Award in 2017 and 2020 for my work 
with law week and the podcast.  I have been on the board of the OCBA 
Foundation since 2017 and served as its president. I am board certified in 
Criminal Trial Law and own my small firm, Jessica Travis PA.  I have 
also served on the Florida Bar Criminal Certification Committee as chair 
of the committee.   

I enjoy participating in both the Florida Bar and the Orange County Bar 
Association and I have held many leadership roles in both organiza-
tions.  I have a passion for bar work in that I love to see our legal com-
munity be the best we can be.   

 

Jennifer Smith Thomas 

I have been a member of the OCBA since I was admitted to practice in 

2008.  After a brief stint as a quiet observer, in 2012, I began a path to 

OCBA YLS leadership, chairing my first committee of many: Relay for 

Life. Soon followed our first Public Relations Committee, Evening with 

the Judiciary, Luncheons, New Members, Communications, and finally an 

elected member of the Board of Directors from 2015-2019. I found joy in 

helping young lawyers as others had mentored me.  Beginning in 2017 

and through the present, I have co-chaired the OCBA Social Committee, 

planning networking events for our membership and raising thousands of 

dollars for the OCBA Foundation and local charities. In 2020, I was ap-

pointed to the OCBA Executive Council for which I now seek an elected 

seat. 

While my day job involves mitigating risks for clients in the restaurant, 

hospitality, and aviation industries, my passion is serving lawyers, both 

young and experienced, by enriching their professional experiences, per-

sonal lives, and community endeavors. I hope to have the opportunity to 

continue to serve our community, our profession, and one another as a 

member of the OCBA Board of Directors. 


